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2-Letter From The Secretary General

Dear Delegates and Members of the Academic Team,

When we first started discussing the idea for IDUTRAIN'26 back in October, we had a
very specific goal in mind. We felt that Izmir’s university scene needed a more
professional and dedicated platform for high-level debate—a place where students
could truly challenge themselves. Today, seeing that idea turn into our first annual
session is an incredibly proud moment for all of us.

Building a conference from the ground up is a long and demanding journey. It requires
more than just planning; it takes a team that truly cares about the outcome. While
every member of our team has given their best, I want to personally acknowledge one
of our Directors-General, Umutcan Altunok. I have seen firsthand the immense effort
and the countless hours he has put into this project since day one. His dedication has
been the driving force behind making this vision a reality.

Our mission for this session is simple: we want to provide you with a space for real
personal growth and innovative thinking. This is not just about following a procedure;
it is about finding creative solutions to global challenges and engaging in debates that
actually matter. I encourage you to push your boundaries, share your unique
perspectives, and make the most of this experience.

[ am genuinely looking forward to seeing the results of your hard work and meeting
you all in person. Let’s make this inaugural session of IDUTRAIN'26 a meaningful
start for everyone involved.

See you all there, and I hope to continue this journey with you at IDUMUN"26.

Sincerely,

Yusuf Say
Secretary-General, IDUTRAIN"26



3- Letter From The Under Secretary General

Honorable Delegates,

This is Selen Bostanci and I wanted to start by stating how delighted I am to work in
this conference, with this committee and each of you. Welcome to IDUTRAIN’26.

I’m an 11th grader at izmir Ozel Tiirk Koleji, and I’ve been attending conferences for
a long time now.

This study guide is written by me and my Dear Academic Assistant to guide you
during the upcoming conference and clear things up for you to work efficiently.

My best wishes for each of you to have the best conference ever and learn things that
will benefit your lifetime experiences.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. See you
all.

Best Regards,
Selen Bostanci

+90 541 100 99 90

4- Letter From The Academic Assistant

Esteemed delegates,

My name is Eyliil Dur, and I am delighted to serve as your Academic Assistant during
the upcoming 2 days.

[ am a junior at Emlakbank Siileyman Demirel Anatolian High School, and it is
currently my exam week, so in case there are any mistakes in the study guide, I am
extremely sorry in advance.

My only request is that you read and study this guide thoroughly, as it will be your
main source for the committee. I wish you all an amazing experience.

Please do not hesitate to ask us any questions.
Best Regards,

Eyliil Dur

+90 553 099 72 63



5- Introduction To The Committee

The United Nations General Assembly Fourth Committee, also known as the Special
Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) is one of the six main
committees of the United Nations General Assembly. The committee is responsible for
a diverse set of political issues, including UN peacekeeping and peaceful use of outer
space. However, the issues of decolonization and the Middle East take up most of its
time. At the time of the committee’s establishment, SPECPOL was solely responsible
for trusteeship and decolonization related matters. Nevertheless, after independence
was granted to all the United Nations trust territories on its agenda, SPECPOL’s
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SPECPOL takes action on the junction of political oversight and global cooperation,
working upon complex issues that fall beyond the scope of other committees. It
supports Member States in addressing challenges related to decolonization,
peacekeeping operations and emerging domains such as the peaceful use of outer
space, while developing dialogue on sensitive geopolitical matters. Its mandate is
deeply entrenched in the principles established by the United Nations General
Assembly. Within the committee, the supervision of Non-Self Governing Territories
and the assessment of peacekeeping efforts remain among the most critical areas of the
agenda, reflecting the importance of political freedom and conflict resolution in the
search of global peace.



6- Introduction To The Agenda Item

For developing nations, the digital revolution is a double-edged sword. It has made
people very dependent on infrastructure owned by other countries, even though it
helps the economy grow. Many countries today rely on platforms they don't own and
can't fully protect to run their most important systems, such as finance and power
grids. This makes them vulnerable to outside interference and makes their systems
more fragile. The main problem with this crisis is that data sovereignty has been lost. A
state can't protect its citizens or control its own digital economy when national data is
stored and governed by laws in other countries. This isn't just a technical problem; it's
also a problem of power.Existing international frameworks have not protected the
digital rights of developing nations, frequently regarding their data as a global
commodity instead of a sovereign asset.

We want to change this ineffective status quo. The committee needs to look for a
framework that encourages technological independence and closes the digital divide.
We are here to make sure that progress doesn't come at the expense of national security
and to make sure that every country has the right to control its own digital future.

This agenda item calls for a comprehensive reassessment of these dynamics. Delegates
are encouraged to explore innovative and sustainable solutions that promote
technological independence, strengthen data governance, and reduce systemic
vulnerabilities. The objective is not to reject globalization, but rather to redefine it in a
manner that ensures equitable participation, respects national sovereignty, and enables
all states to secure and control their digital futures without compromising economic
development.



7- Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework underpinning this agenda is grounded in a set of
interrelated principles that collectively define the structure and implications of digital
dependency in the contemporary international system.

Technological Autonomy: The change from being "digital tenants" who depend on
hardware and software owned by other countries to being "digital owners." This means
using less outside proprietary technology to make sure that national systems (like
banking, energy, and communication) can still work even if someone tries to mess with
them from outside the country.

Data Territoriality: The legal claim that data created within a country's borders
should be governed by its own laws. This principle goes against the way things are
now, where developing countries lose control over their citizens' data because it is
stored on servers in other countries.

The Power Asymmetry: The "Digital Divide" isn't just about not having internet
access; it's also about not having power to govern. The framework aims to change the
global digital order so that developing countries are no longer just providers of raw
data, but also active regulators of their own digital economies.

While developed nations possess advanced technological capabilities and exert
significant influence over global standards and regulations, developing countries often
lack the resources and institutional capacity to assert similar control. This imbalance
extends beyond access to technology, encompassing the ability to shape policies,
regulate markets, and protect national interests. Addressing power asymmetry requires
both domestic reforms and international cooperation aimed at creating a more
inclusive and equitable digital order.

Together, these concepts provide a comprehensive framework for understanding the
multifaceted nature of digital dependency and for developing policies that balance
innovation, security, and sovereignty.



8- Background Information

The digital shift in developing countries has made them heavily reliant on
infrastructure owned by other countries. This has made important areas like finance
and energy open to outside control. This dependence is made worse by a loss of data
sovereignty, since national data is often stored on servers in other countries that local
laws can't reach. Current global frameworks see these states more as data sources than
as independent countries, which gives them less power and threatens their political and
economic independence. Real change means going beyond just being able to connect
to technology and giving developing countries the ability to own and control their own
digital figures.

The digital shift in developing countries has made them heavily reliant on
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and energy open to outside control. This dependence is made worse by a loss of data
sovereignty, since national data is often stored on servers in other countries that local
laws can't reach. Current global frameworks see these states more as data sources than
as independent countries, which gives them less power and threatens their political and
economic independence. Real change means going beyond just being able to connect
to technology and giving developing countries the ability to own and control their own
digital futures.



9- Core Challenges and Emerging Threats

Developing countries face a complex array of challenges and emerging threats in their
pursuit of digital sovereignty and infrastructure security. One of the most critical issues
is technological lock-in, a phenomenon whereby states become dependent on specific
foreign technologies due to high switching costs, contractual obligations, and lack of
viable alternatives. This dependency not only limits flexibility but also creates long-
term vulnerabilities, as countries may be unable to transition to more secure or locally
controlled systems. Another significant challenge lies in jurisdictional limitations and
legal fragmentation

The main problem is technological lock-in, which happens when developing countries
have to use foreign systems because they don't have the money to build their own. This
creates a legal gap because local governments can't easily use their own laws to protect
their citizens' privacy when their data is stored on servers in other countries. New
threats like remote interference mean that a country's power grid or banking system
could be shut down from outside the country during a war. Also, when global tech
giants have digital monopolies, they often stop local innovation, which makes it harder
for these countries to compete. If they don't change, developing countries could
become "digital colonies," where they give the data and the users but don't have any
say over the infrastructure that runs their society.



10- Global Case Analyses

The implications of digital dependency and data sovereignty challenges can be
observed across multiple regions, illustrating the global scope and urgency of this
issue.

-Cloud Dependency in West Africa and Southeast Asia

Many governments in these regions have moved their databases and banking records
to cloud services that are owned by US or Chinese tech giants. They did this to get a
digital upgrade.. This has created a big problem. The data is stored in countries like the
US or Singapore. So local courts often have no power to protect the privacy of their
citizens or get to their own records when there are legal disputes. This shows how
trying to be efficient can lead to a loss of control over what's happening in their own
countries.

-Power Grid Vulnerabilities in South Asia and Latin America

Some countries in South Asia and Latin America use foreign-made software to run
their electricity and water systems. This is a security risk. When tensions arise, these
countries are at risk of having their utilities shut down from afar. This is called a
shutdown. It means that someone in an office thousands of miles away could turn off
the power and water in these countries. Since these countries do not own the source
code, they have to rely on foreign companies to survive. They need these companies to
keep their services running.

-The Struggle for Data Laws in India and Kenya

Countries like India and Kenya have tried to make laws that require Cloud
Dependency to be stored on servers in their countries. These are called Data
Localization laws. They want to keep the data of their citizens safe in their countries..
They have faced a lot of pressure from global trade groups and tech firms. These
groups say that Data Localization laws are trade barriers. This is a problem for these
countries. They have to choose between protecting Cloud Dependency and their own
digital sovereignty or facing isolation. This is a difficult choice for Cloud Dependency
in India and Kenya.

These case studies demonstrate that there is no one-size-fits-all solution to the
challenges of digital dependency.



11- Role of International Organizations

International organizations play a critical role in shaping global digital governance and
supporting developing countries in their efforts to achieve technological independence.
Institutions within the United Nations system, as well as regional organizations, can
facilitate dialogue, provide technical assistance, and promote capacity-building
initiatives. These organizations can also act as neutral platforms where states negotiate
standards, share best practices, and coordinate responses to emerging digital threats.
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In addition, international organizations have the potential to bridge the gap between
developed and developing countries by advocating for fair representation in decision-
making processes. They can support the creation of funding mechanisms, technology
transfer programs, and cooperative frameworks that enable developing nations to build
resilient digital infrastructures. However, their effectiveness depends on their ability to
remain inclusive, transparent, and responsive to the evolving challenges of the digital
age.



12- Economic Implications and Digital Inequality

The economic dimensions of digital dependency are profound and far-reaching. While
digital technologies have the potential to drive economic growth, increase productivity,
and create new markets, unequal access to these technologies can exacerbate existing
inequalities between and within countries. Developing nations often find themselves in
a position where they contribute raw data and user engagement, yet receive limited
economic benefits compared to global technology corporations that control digital
platforms and services.
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This imbalance can hinder local entrepreneurship, limit job creation, and restrict the
development of domestic technology sectors. Furthermore, reliance on foreign digital
services can lead to capital outflows, as profits are often repatriated to the countries
where these corporations are based. Addressing digital inequality requires targeted
policies that promote local innovation, support small and medium-sized enterprises,
and ensure that the economic value generated by digital activities is distributed more
equitably.



13- Future Outlook and Technological Developments

The trajectory of global digital transformation suggests that emerging technologies
will play an increasingly decisive role in shaping international power dynamics,
economic development, and state sovereignty. Innovations such as artificial
intelligence (AI), blockchain technology, quantum computing, and advanced
cybersecurity systems are not only redefining how digital infrastructures operate but
are also influencing how states interact, compete, and cooperate within the
international system. For developing countries, these advancements present both
unprecedented opportunities and complex challenges that must be carefully navigated.

Artificial intelligence, for instance, has the potential to significantly enhance efficiency
across sectors such as healthcare, education, governance, and finance. Through data-
driven decision-making and automation, Al can help optimize resource allocation and
improve public service delivery. However, the development and deployment of Al
systems are largely concentrated in technologically advanced nations and major
corporations, creating a risk that developing countries may become passive consumers
rather than active contributors in this domain. This imbalance could reinforce existing
dependencies and widen the technological gap unless proactive measures are taken to
build domestic expertise and infrastructure.
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Similarly, blockchain technology offers promising applications in enhancing
transparency, security, and accountability within digital systems. Its decentralized
nature can reduce reliance on centralized authorities and mitigate risks associated with
data manipulation and corruption. For developing nations, blockchain could be
particularly valuable in sectors such as public administration, financial inclusion, and
supply chain management. Nevertheless, the adoption of such technologies requires
not only technical capacity but also regulatory clarity and institutional readiness,
which may be lacking in many contexts.



14. International Legal Policy Frameworks

No nation operates in a vacuum, especially in the digital era. International legal policy
frameworks form the backbone of how countries interact, share data, trade digitally,
and cooperate on cybersecurity. These frameworks aren’t just dry legal structures—
they are living systems that shape people’s access to information, privacy rights, and
even national security, every single day.

A few key agreements stand out. The European Union’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) put personal privacy and data protection on the global agenda,
influencing not only Europe but also many other countries’ laws and expectations for
digital rights. The World Trade Organization’s General Agreement on Trade in
Services (GATY) is another pillar, setting rules for cross-border digital transactions
that affect everything from online banking to cloud computing. The Budapest
Convention on Cybercrime provides a common framework for law enforcement
agencies worldwide to cooperate in combating cybercrime—something no country can
tackle alone.

But these frameworks are not perfect, and their effects are not always equal. For
developing countries, the challenge is twofold: participating in the creation of these
international norms, and making sure the rules serve their interests rather than just
those of wealthier, more technologically advanced nations. Sometimes, global
standards can clash with local priorities or limit how developing states manage their
own data and digital economies. Countries may feel pressure to adopt rules that benefit
larger players or risk being left out of vital digital trade and security partnerships.

Still, international policy frameworks offer real benefits. They can raise baseline
protections for citizens, encourage fair competition, and help countries bridge gaps in
expertise or resources. They also provide mechanisms for dispute resolution and
technical assistance—tools that are especially important for countries looking to build
their digital capacity from the ground up.

Ultimately, understanding and engaging with international legal policy frameworks is
not just a task for diplomats or lawyers—it’s a necessity for anyone shaping national
digital policy. It’s about ensuring that global cooperation does not come at the expense
of local needs, and that developing countries have a seat at the table when the digital
rules of tomorrow are written.



15. Digital Sovereignty and Localization

As digital technologies become more central to daily life and national infrastructure,
many countries are rethinking how much control they have over their own digital
environments. Digital sovereignty is about ensuring that countries can govern their
digital assets, data, and infrastructure according to their own laws and priorities. This
includes debates around data localization—policies requiring certain types of data to
be stored or processed within national borders. While data localization can strengthen
privacy protections and national security, it can also challenge international
cooperation and create barriers to global innovation. For developing countries, the key
is finding a balance: asserting local control while remaining open to international trade
and collaboration. Thoughtful localization policies can empower nations, but overly
strict rules may limit access to new technologies and global markets.

16. Environmental Impact of Digital Technologies

The digital revolution is not without environmental costs. Data centers, network
infrastructure, and devices all consume significant amounts of energy and contribute to
electronic waste. As more services move online and demand for digital infrastructure
grows, so does the sector’s carbon footprint. For developing countries, this presents
both challenges and opportunities. On one hand, they must avoid unsustainable growth
that could harm their natural resources. On the other, they have the chance to adopt
greener technologies from the outset, such as renewable-powered data centers or more
efficient electronic devices. Addressing the environmental impact of digitalization is
crucial—not just for the planet, but also for the long-term sustainability and resilience
of digital economies.




17- Questions To Ponder

1. How can countries that are still developing reduce their need for infrastructure that
is owned by foreign companies without slowing down the growth of their economy?

2. How much should governments prioritize being in control of their own data
compared to working together with other countries and being part of the global digital
community?

3. What are the dangers of relying on tech companies from other countries for
important things like storing data online and phone services?

4. How can countries that are still developing build systems that are safe and work
well even though they do not have a lot of money or technical expertise?

5. Should there be rules to protect the digital independence of countries that are still
developing? If so who should make sure these rules are followed?

6. How does relying on systems from other countries affect the safety and security of
developing countries?

7. What can partnerships between the government and private companies do to help
improve security and make systems work better?

8. How can countries that are still developing keep peoples data safe and private while
still getting investment from foreign companies in the tech industry?

9. Is it an idea for neighboring countries that are still developing to work together to
reduce their need for digital systems from big global tech companies?

10. How can corruption and poor management contribute to infrastructure not being
protected well?

11. What can be learned from countries that have successfully become more
independent in terms of technology?

12. Should having access to infrastructure be considered a basic right that everyone
should have and how would that change the way policies are made?

13. How can new technologies like intelligence and blockchain help make digital
systems more transparent and secure?

14. What role does teaching people about technology. Helping local talent grow play in
achieving long-term digital independence?

15. How can countries that are still developing balance the need to keep their systems
safe with the need to allow people to express themselves freely and have access, to the
internet?



